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CARACAS FOR DEA 

1. ON 9/4/75 THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR HOSTED A MEETING WHICH 
INCLUDED THE MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE, OTHER HIGH LEVEL OFEICIALS 
OF BOTH MINISTRIES, AND MEMBERS OE THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, DEA, AND 
USAID TO DISCUSS PROGRESS TO DATE AND PROPOSALS FOR NEW DEPARTURES 
ON THE QUESTION OE COCA CROP SUBSTITUTION. THIS WAS A EOLLOW-ON 
MEETING TO ONE CHAIRED BY AMBASSADOR STEDMAN TWO WEEKS AGO 
INVOLVING MOST OF THTLD E PEOPLE, AT WHICH TIME AN INFORMAL WORKING 
GROUP COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO MINISTRIES AND THE 
US EMBASSY WAS DESIGNATED. AT THE 9/4 MEETING A NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT DECISIONS WERE MADE, AS EOLLOW: 

(A) THE BOLIVIAN NARCOTICS LAW WILL BE AMENDED TO GIOE EXCLUSIVE 
JURISDICTION OVER CROP SUBSTITUTION ENDEAVORS TO THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE (UNDER EXISTING LAW THE RESPONSIBILITY BELONGS TO THE 
MINISTRY OE INTERIOR). THAT POYTION OE THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR'S 
BUDGET AUTHORIZING FUNDS FOR TEN PERSONS TO STAEF THE COCA CYOP 
RATIONALIZATION DEPARTMENT WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICUOTURE. INTERIOR RETAINS THE CROP REGISTRATION AND CONTROL 
FUNCTION. 

(B) A DECREE WIOL BE ISSUED TO PROHIBIT NEW COCA PLANOATIONS AND 
TO RESTRICT COCA PRODUCTION TO EXISTING LEVELS ON EXISTING 
PLANTATIONS. SANCTION FOR VIOLATING THIS DECREE ARE IN THE 
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AREAS LAND WOULD REVERT TO THE STATE IF COCA PLANTATIONS WERE 
DISCOVERED ON THEM. THIS SAME DECREE WILL ALSO PLACE ALL 
AGRICULTURAL CUSTOMS CHECKPOINTS IN COCA PRORLONG AREAS UNDER THE 
JURISDICTION OF THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SOME ARE NOW UNDER 
THE REFECTURASL. AT THE MEETING IT WAS AGREED THAT THE NATIONAL 
POLICE WOULD STATION AN OFFICER AT EACH OF THESE CHECKPOINTS. 

(C) THE GOVERNMENT WILL ISSUE A RESOLUTION GIVING LEGAL STATUS TO 


THE WORKING GROUP REFERRED TO ABOVE COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE AND INTERIOR AND THE U.S. MISSION. 

(D) IT WAS AGREED THAT TOP PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO A COCA CROP 
REGISTRATION PROGRAM WHICH WOULD INCLUDE AN ON-THE-GROUND CENSUS 
TAKEN BY THE TEN PERSONS ALREADY AUTHORIZED FOR THE RATIONALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT, AND SOME AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 

2. DURING THE GENERAL DISCUSSION AT THE MEETING IT BECAME CLEAR 

THAT THE GOB WANTS TO PURSUE AN OVERALL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY IN THE 
YUNGAS AND CHAPARE AS BEING THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY OF ASSURING 
A SUCCESSFUL COCA CROP SUBSTITUTION EFFORT. 

3. THE MINISTERS 

AGREED THAT ANOTHER MEETING SHOULD BE HELD NEXT 

WEEK COMPOSED OF THE GROUP PRESENT PLUS REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE 

WORLD BANK, THE IDB, THE UN, THE FAO, WHO, CORDECO, AND CORDEPAZ. 

THIS EXPANDED GROUP WOULD LOOK AT A DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR AN OVERALL 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME TO BE PRE-RED CTTOOE BOLIVIAN NARCOTICS ENTITY, 

TO SEE HOW THE PROGRAMS OF THESE VARIOUS ENTITIES COULD BE ADAPTED 

OR NEW PROGRAMS ADOPTED 

TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT 

OF 

PLANS FOR THE YUNGAS AND CHAPARE AREAS.PARKER 
NOTE BY OC/T: TEXT AS RECEIVED. 
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